Volume II # 2 July, 195) 
et the Editor: Minna H. Breuer 
SPOT NEWS; \\S*~ ec, § 
% ecial Librarians assembled in Cincinnati, May 17 - 20 for their 5th 
Annmfal Convention, Picture Division members fortunate enough to attend 
participated in many meetings and panel discussions, heard a multitude of 
speakers, elected new officers, toured the outstanding libraries and 
museums of southwestern Ohio, enjoyed teas, cocktail parties, luncheons, 
and a banquet. For those who could not make it this year, there will be 
full coverage in the next issue of PICTURESCOPE. Meanwhile congratulations 
and best wishes to these Division officers who will lead us during 195h - 
1956. The mail ballot was an outstanding success;seventy per cent of the 
membership voted. 


TED OFFICERS, 1954-1956: 
Chairman; 
Josephine Cobb, Chief,Still Pictures Sect., Nat'l.Archives, Wash.,D.C. 
Vice-Chairman: 
Betty Hale, Photo-Librarian, Socony-Vacuum Co., Inc., N.Y., N.Y. 
Secy-Treasurer: 


Mrs. Helen Faye, Picture Ed.,Textbook Dept., Harcourt Brace & Co.,N.Y. 


APPOINTED OFFICERS, 195-1956 
Editor: 
Mrs. Minna H. Breuer, 2 Williams Court, Albany, New York 
Archivist: 
_ Viola Gusdanovic, Picture Collection, N.Y. Public Library 
Convention (1955) Committee: 
Wayne Hartwell, Lbn., F. E. Compton & Co., Chicago, Illinois, Chairman 
Dan Alchuk, Lbn., Photo Library, National Film Board of Canada, Ottawa 
Projects Chairman (Past Chairman) 
Romana Javitz, Picture Collection, N.Y. Public Library 
ea * * 


NEW YORK GROUP: 





The final meeting of the 1953 - 195) season was held April 7th in the 
working quarters of the American Broadcasting Company's art department, 
Ruth Crawford, ABC's reference liorarian, introduced the art director, 
Mr.Andrew Ross, who.described the part played by the art department ina 
large broadcasting organization emphasizing the role of the picture research 
in that work. Artists and writers jointly prepare sales presentations on 
which the salesmen base their speeches and salestalks to prospective 
sponsors. Using "cue" cards (words and pictures in attractive format) the 
salesman establishes and sustains a receptive mood in his hearers, while he 
gives pertinent facts and statistics concerning the show he is trying to 
sell. Mr. Ross stressed the importance of correct pictorial documentation 
for the artists who work on these presentations. The first call for help 
goes to the ABC librarian, Miss Crawford, who in most cases can find what 
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is needed in her own files, If this fails, she taps the resources of The 
New York Public Library and those of commercial picture agencies. Ninety 
percent of the art work used by the firm originates with Mr. Ross' staff, 
although an outside artist is sometimes called in to do a special.job when 
his style is particularly apt for the occasion. For example, Al Hirschfeld's 
extremely funny drawings were employed to put over the sale of time for the 
Ray Bolger show. Mr. Ross showed an elaborate presentation which had been 
made by the staff artists to convince the president of the Texas Company 
to contime sponsorship of the radio broadcasts of the Metropolitan Opera. 
For each opera a drawing of a scene was made and the legend on the page was 
hand lettered in calligraphy contemporary with the action of the opera. 
Costume, setting and calligraphy were documented through library reference. 

The art department serves TV also: makes slides used before and after 
shows indicating the cast of characters, announcements, titles, etc. Mr. Ross 
demonstrated the processing of these slides which require perfection in 
rendering although they appear for only 5 or 6 seconds. All of the work is 
done under tremendous pressure since, to quote Mr. Ross, "the sales staff 
spend two weeks about what to present to the client, the writers take about 
two weeks to write something telling how good the show is, and then with one 
day left, the art department is asked to do a real swell job." To tease his 
library audience, Mr. Ross ended his talk by distributing book-marks reading 
"T don't have to read this book - I saw it on ABC-TV." Before the end of 
the meeting, Miss Crawford showed members the extent of her photo-files, her 
reference library and most impressive, the scenic designers section and 
their drafting rooms amd reference book collections. 

A brief business meeting followed. Chairman Betty Hale announced plans 
for a picnic visit to Staten Island with a stop over to visit the Alice Austen 
Photograph Collection. This would-be in the nature of a social occasion so 
that Group members may get-to-know each other. Rosalind H. Morrison, Chairman 
of the Nominating Committee, presented the following slate of officers to serve 
1954-1955. ‘This slate was accepted unanimously; 

Chairman; Franziska Gay Schacht, Picture Collection, N.Y. Public Library 
Vice-Chairman: Mrs. Helen Faye, Picture Ed., Textbooks, Harcourt Brace & Co. 
Secretary: Naomi Grand, American Jewish Comm.,Public Inf, and Educ.Dept., N.Y. 


WASHINGTON GROUP: 





Reports on the Cincinnati Convention and the annual reports of Group 
officers were the feature of a business meeting on June 7. After election of 
officers, Thomas Ray of the National archives staff, spoke on pictorial sources 
available for a history of military and naval aviation. Mr. Ray illustrated 
his talk with lantern slides selected from the Government's archives on this 
subject. 





Mrs. Dorothy Hoover 





Mrs. Dorothy Chandler Hoover, who died on June 1, was a member of the 
staff of LIFE even before its publication, and had been chief of LIFE'S 
Picture Bureau-since October, 1936. 

At that time Picture Research was almost unheard of from the standpoint 
of weekly news coverage. LIFE required an organization that could produce 
pictures from all over the world on a tight time schedule, and Mrs. Hoover was 
assigned the task of setting up such an organization, 
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Under her direction, LIFE'S Picture Research Division grew Topsy-like 
educating itself by a process of trial and error, into what is now considered 
one of the most comprehensive and efficient picture clearing houses in 
existence, ; 

Mrs. Hoover, the wife of artist Ellison Hoover, attended Vassar College 
and then was associated with The New Yorker and Outlook Magazine before 
joining tne staff of TIME. Inc. in 1932. She worked for FORTUNE for four 
years prior to joining LIFE. 





NOTES ON COLLECTIONS: 
3 

The pictorial resources of the BURTON HISTORICAL COLLECTION deal basically 
with Michigan, Detroit, the Old Northwest, and their settlers, The material 
concerning the settlers and their descendants ranges from large and small oil 
portraits to small line drawings and includes also photographs, tintypes, 
daguerreotypes, snapshots, negatives, photographs of paintings, cuts and some 
combination of these in albums, The Indians of the regions, and the Negroes, 
too, are represented. 

From the territory and first years of statehood there are both original 
pictures and reproductions, as well as cuts and lantern slides. Large groups 
of this material concern lumber and the lumber industry and the Great Lakes, 

A special effort is made to collect photographs, lithographs, and paintings 
of the Great Lakes boats. 

Various industries of Michigan are subjects of some pictures but those of 
Detroit are represented best. Pictures showing the scenic beauty of the state 
are numerous, There are many historic sites and for some localities there are 
representations of many stages of their history. 

Naturally, the largest file is for the city of Detroit. Favorites of 
picture collectors and advertisers are the old photographs of its streets, 
buildings, and early transportation. A small collection of colored post cards 
is of special interest, as they are mainly the production of the old Detroit 
Publishing Company. 





- Elleine H.Stones, Chief, Burton Historical Collection 
Detroit Public Library 


AUTOMOBILES : 





The LAZARNICK PHOTOGRAPH COLLECTION is part of the Automotive History 
Collection of the Detroit Library's Technology Department, which is the source 
of the following description: 

Nicholas Lazarnick of New York City was the official photographer for 
national auto races and shows. He faithfully preserved copies of his photo- 
graphs and later added them to the collections made by F.E.Spooner and Charles 
S. Wells, Spooner began his career as the Detroit Free Press sports photo- 
grapher at a time when all automobile news was handled by the sports desk. 

In its present state, the Lazarnick Collection consists of ninety-one 
albums which contain over 100,000 glossy prints covering the first quarter 
of this century, Added to these are the negatives of the photographs and a 
number of pictures "blown up" and mounted. The Collection is largely devoted to 
the automobile, with some aviation and general sports included. The emphasis is 
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on pictures of individual automobiles, with racing, tours, shows and auto- 
mobile plants widely represented. A large number of the photographs are of 
contemporary figures seated in the cars. In general the Collection is 
important as a record of the early development of the automobile and as a 
record of the towns and road conditions then, 

The Collection has been used as source material for feature stories in 
local newspapers, for exhibitions, and the large mounted prints for national 
publicity by the Automobile Manufacturers Association. At present, the Collec- 
tion is in process of being indexed in an effort to enhance its usefulness, 

The Lazarnick Collection was originally acquired by the Automobile 
Manufacturers Association and later presented to the Library. 


AMERICANA: 


The I. Sy. Seidman collection of Americana is a commercial service in 
New York City that features original articles for exhibition and display 
as well as photographic and other pictorial items on American daily life. 

Among Mr. Seidman's collection are many objects that cannot be found in 
pictures and he will photograph them. Among the originals in this collection 
are groups of the Story of American Money, from beaver skins to wampum. To 
illustrate American education there are old school books, slates, school bells, 
actual school exercise books, McGuffey readers and even a 30 inch wooden model 
of a little red schoolhouse, Early kitchen and household gadgets are a strong 
section of this collection, Printed materials include old valentines, dime 
novels, old advertisements. The collection is unique because it is arranged 
in story sequences, A set on President Eisenhower shows him wearing fourteen 
different hats. This picture service is one of the oldest in New York and is 
used widely for hard-to-find pictures of old Americana. 


AMHERST, MASS. : 





At the Jones Library, Amherst, Massachusetts, the Librarian, Charles R. 
Green, has done useful and well co-ordinated things with local history photos, 
including; gathering pictures and data on Amherst persons in military service; 
local authors (E. Dickinson, Robert Frost, Ray S. Baker, etc.); the locale at 
various periods, including a fine collection of portraits of all types showing 
people living there at different decades. 


- Dorothy Waugh, The Montclair Library, New Jersey 


WESTERN AMERICANA: 





A private collection of several hundred glass negatives of western 
Americana has recently become available. It contains pictures of the Black 
Hills, particularly of Deadwood; the Santa Fe area, including Fort Defiance, 
Fort Wingate, and the Indian agencies; and pictures of Indian tribes and chief- 
tains, travel by coach and rail, mining for gold, and frontier town scenes, 
1860-1880, There are fine photographs of the devastation caused by the Chicago 
fire in 1871, the erection of new buildings, and Chicago street scenes. Circus 
posters, railroad route books, and campaign buttons are available in addition 
to the photographic negatives. Andrew Ness, 201 West Michigan Ave., Battle Creek, 
Michigan, is the owner of this collection, 
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A recent visitor to the Still Picture Section of the National Archives 
reported to Josephine Cobb, Section Chief, that he and his family have some 
few thousands of original glass negatives of scenes of the Far West, many 
dating from the 1850s, most from the 1860s and 1870s, None of them has been 
used except very occasionally, but the family is now becoming enthusiastic 
about the possibility of making prints for sale, They have promised to give 
PICTURESCOPE a full listing of subjects when they are ready to provide a 
picture service, Judging from the few samples shown her, Miss Cobb believes 
that the collection will contribute greatly to Americana of the West. 


ARMY AIRPLANE TYPES: 





Army Pictorial Service has released a montage glossy print, 8" x 10", 
showing nine U.S.Army aircraft types in current use. Copies of this print, 
designed to ease the burden of filling requests for pictures of planes so 
| desired by young boys who want to learn about aviation, are available at 
50¢ each from the Army Pictorial Service, The Pentagon, Washington 25, D. C. 





WE SEE THAT: 
L® The Society of American Archivists has established a Committee on Audio- 





Visual Records to survey these holdings in archival depositories and to 
provide an advisory service to persons concerned with problems of storing 
such records, The Society's president, Dr. Wayne C. Grover, Archivist 

of the U. S., has appointed Mrs. Hermine M. Baumhofer of the Army Air Force 

Base, Dayton, Ohio, to head this new committee, Other members are Lola 

Harnsher, Wyoming State Archives; Owen W. Bombard, Ford Archives, Detroit; 

David Duniway, Oregon State Archives; and Forrest Williams, National Archives, 

eoeoe Frederick Hill Meserve, of New York City, veteran collector of Lincoln 

| photographs, visited all the significant Civil War collections of photographs 

in Washington, D. C., during the month of May. His visit provided a rare 

opportunity for all who have holdings of Lincolniana to meet and be inspired by 
one who has spent so many years in the study of the face of Abraham Lincoln. 
eoeoolm August, Mrs. C. Iucile Green, long an enthusiastic member of the 
Washington Group and the picture librarian of the Central Branch of the 
Washington Public Library, will say farewell to her many friends in the District 
of Columbia, She is to be married and will make her home in New York City where 
we hope she will continue her interest in the pictorial field and join forces 
with the New York Group, 

eoeookmil F, Faith has compiled a bibliography of bird pictures and articles 
about birds that have appeared in the National Geographic Magazine. The listing 
which covers 58 articles published from I9I3 through April, 1953 appeared in 
The Passenger Pigeon, publication of the Wisconsin Society for Ornithology, 
Wadison, Wis., Volume XV, No. 1 (Spring 1953), pages 36-38. 

eoooodon Glassman, formerly of New York City, is now working in Miami, He is 
doing black-and-white and color photography of scenes in the southern part of 
Florida, Mr. Glassman hopes to form a special collection on this area, 








PICTURES INTO MUSIC: 





Do you remember "Let Us Now Praise Famous Men", that vivid report in 
words by James Agee, with photographs by Walker Evans, on rural Alabama in the 

1930s? One of the photographs in this book made such a powerful impression on 
the camposer Aaron Copland as to be the point of departure for the libretto of 
his recently premiered opera, "The Tender Land". 
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Bocklin's "The Isle of the Dead" is said to have inspired the late 
Serge Rachmaninoff's symphonic composition of the same name. And the art of 
the comparatively obscure Victor Hartmann lives on in Moussorgsky's "Pictures 
at an Exhibition", Hindemith's awareness of the pictorial arts is revealed 
in his "Mathis der Maler", a modern tribute in tone to Matthias Grunewald, 
the early German master of religious painting. 

No doubt there are other examples. And surely there mst be instances 
of pictures (and this includes the plastic and graphic arts and pictorial 
documents) as literary inspirations for novelists and poets, to say nothing 
about the recent performance in New York of ballets inspired by the cartoons 
of Charles Addams and James Thurber, 


THE EDITOR: 





Irene Simpson, Director, Wells Fargo Bank History Room, San Francisco, 
has arranged to have her firm mail to all Picture Division members a brochure 
about this unusual company archive. To Miss Simpson and the Wells Fargo Bank 
and Union Trust Company our sincere thanks. 

Brown and Bigelow's Picture Subject Authority list prepared by Wally F. 
Toensing, B & B Librarian is still available on loan from the Ed. of PICTURESCOPE. 

A list of members of the Picture Division (as of July lst) accompanies this 
issue, 

Our request in the last issue for news from picture workers has brought the 
news in these pages and to our plaintive plea "What about Ottawa", Dan Alchuk 
has sent a full description of his Photo Library at the National Film Board of 
Canada which we hope to present in PICTURESCOPE later this year, 

-MHB 


EDITOR: Mrs. Minna H. Breuer, 2 Williams Court, Albany 3, New York 
% % * 
Issued by 


THE PICTURE DIVISION OF THE SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION 
31 East Tenth Street, New York 3, New York 


A red check here q / ) indicates you have not subscribed to PICTURESCOPE. Your 
subscripvtion is neéded for the contimed appearance of this newsletter, 





SUBSCRIPTION FOR PICTURESCOPE: One year: Division members $1.00 
Fill in form below, clip and mail Non-members 


Mrs. Helen Faye, Treasurer 

c/o Harcourt Brace & Co. 

383 Madison Aveme Enclosed please find a check / or stamps for $ for 
New York 17, New York one year's subscription to PICTURESCOPE, Volume IT, 1954 
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Organization or Firm 
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CITY Zone STATE 
Member of Picture Division: YES 











